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Course Objectives 

1. To understand the process of designing an effective research study in anthropology 
2. To learn the qualitative and quantitative methods used in anthropological research 
3. To learn the appropriate ways of scientific writing 

 
Learning Outcomes 
The students will be able to: 

• understand how to formulate research problem and able to frame it for the purpose of 
research 

• use qualitative and quantitative methods used in anthropological research 
• know the ways of scientific writing and sensitive to ethical issues such as intellectual 

honesty and plagiarism. 
 
Syllabus: 
 
Unit-1: Research Designs (09 Hours)  
Types of Research Design- Exploratory, Description and Experimental, Formulation of 
research problem, hypothesis, review of literature and conceptual framework 
 
Unit-2: Ethnographic research (09 Hours) 
Ethnographic and survey research distinguished, etic and emic perspectives, comparative and 
historical methods, techniques of rapport establishment, identification of representative 
categories of informants, maintenance of field diary and logbook 
 
Unit-3: Tools and techniques of data collection (09 Hours) 
Formulation of questionnaire, interview schedule and interview guide, types of Interview - 
structured, unstructured and semi-structured, observation and its types, participant observation, 
Focused Group Discussion, key informant interview; Case Study, life history and genealogy. 
 
Unit-4: Ethics and Human Research (09 Hours) 
 Ethical issues in social science and human subject research. 
Concepts, guidelines and practice 
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Issues of  Plagiarism, conflicts of interest and publication ethics  
  
Unit-5: Bio-Statistics and its Applications (09 Hours) 
Types of variables, Measurers of Central Tendency, Measures of Dispersion, Skewness and 
Kurtosis and Normal distribution; Concept of metanalysis. 
Geospatial mapping and use of satellite data in anthropological research 
 
 
 
Practical (30 Hours) 
Project report based on data collection related to anthropological topic. 
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Teaching Learning Process 
The process of learning will involve acquisition of disciplinary knowledge and understanding 
of skills required for anthropological research. Process will involve lectures, project based 
learning, designing a research study, data collection with the help of fieldwork and report 
submission. 
 
Assessment Methods 
Theoretical understanding of the student will be assessed using time-constrained examination. 
The assessment of the practical will be based on the quality of the project report submitted by 
the student (i.e., involvement of the student in every aspect of the report preparation for 
example, development of tools for data collection, fieldwork, data entry, analyses and writing). 
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